
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S NEST: 
 
 

Greetings,  
 
   A question on the minds of many, myself included, in 
this post-election, post-modern and, seemingly, post-
environmental season, is where do we go from here? With 
so many issues of importance vying for the national 
spotlight, it seems as though the environment and the 
creatures who share our world have become passé, a story 
from yesterday's news and a concern for future 
generations. 'After all', ask the neo-conservatives with 
some legitimacy, 'if Islamic terrorists wreak destruction 
and havoc on our nation, who will remain to advocate for 
and enjoy the benefits of a clean and vital natural 
environment?' 'This generation must join the fight for 
the future of all generations yet to come,' they say! 
'Precisely,' I say! And if our generation does not 
advocate for the environment and the health of 
generations yet to come, who, and what, will remain 
that's worth fighting for? Politicians divide issues, and 
the electorate, for their and their supporter's benefit.                          
     I submit that advocating for sustainable economic 
development, the rational use of natural resources and 
stewardship of the natural beauty that we've collectively 
inherited from our forebears are not political 
propositions, but ones that benefit our entire nation as 
much as fighting to preserve our physical well-being from 
murderous madmen. Whatever your political flavor, let's 
join the fight together and find the personal and 
political will to do what needs to be done for those 
generations yet to come. The fronts in the war to save 
future generations lie in the hearts and minds of the 
living!  

Mike Stoakes, President, 
Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater Kansas City 

 
Gift memberships:  Care to send the newsletter to a friend? If you’d like to share 

our activities with someone who may be interested in joining the group, send this coupon to 
Heidi McCullough, 5915 NW Caney Creek Drive, KCMO 64151 (or email information to 
heidi@mculloughweb.com.) Include your name and: ”Gift Membership”  at the top of the form. 

Your year-end contribution can help Burroughs Audubon send Audubon 
Adventures to area classrooms, upgrade the Burroughs Nature Center and Library, and assist 
with Shirling Sanctuary restoration activities. Send contributions to Treasurers Phil and 
Nancy Reicher, 301 W. 48th Terrace, Kansas City, MO 64113. Burroughs is a 501(c)3 
organization. Contributions are tax deductible. 

 
If you are renewing—please use the form from National Audubon 
APPLICATION FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP 

Please check the annual membership category you desire 
__New Membership / $20.00  __Senior Citizen /  $15.00                    __Contributing $250.00 
__Individual / $35                    __Senior Citizen Family / $$23.00       __Donor/$500.00             
__Family /  $38                           __Sustaining / $50.00                            __Life /  $1500.00    
__Student / $15                         __Supporting / $100.00              __CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to Burroughs Audubon Society and mail to: Heidi McCullough, 5915 
NW Caney Creek Dr., Kansas City, MO 64151. Questions: Call (816) 505-2840. Moving? Fill 
out this form with new change of address, check ‘CHANGE OF ADDRESS’, above, and mail 
to Heidi McCullough.   
       National Audubon/Burroughs Audubon Application for Joint Membership N-027XCH 

Burroughs Audubon Officers 
 
President: Mike Stoakes 
6774 W. 83rd Street 
Overland Park, KS  66204 
913-341-8147 
mstoakes@juno.com 
 
Vice President: Jill DeWitt 
525 E. 54th Street 
Kansas City, MO  64110 
816-333-3293  
jdewitt1@kc.rr.com 
 
Secretary: Elizabeth Kohler 
8605 Newton, #3103 
Kansas City, MO  64138 
816-353-1784  
lizkvet@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurers: Phil & Nancy Reicher 
401 W. 58th Terrace 
Kansas City, MO 64113 
816-333-3876 
preicher@kc.rr.com 
nlreicher@hotmail.com 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Joe Alburty………… jalburty@unicom.net 
Don Arney………………...sora@kc.rr.com 
Jill DeWitt…………..,,, jdewitt1@kc.rr.com                
Jennifer Hammett……jen22770@aol.com           
Elizabeth Kohler…..…lizkvet@yahoo.com                  
Gary Johnson……gjohnson35@kc.rr.com                
Nancy Reicher….. nlreicher@hotmail.com              
Phil Reicher………….preicher@kc.rr.com              
Mike Stoakes……....mstoakes@juno.com                  
Lisa Weeks…………...…… lfw@kc.rr.com                                
 

Committees and Chairs 
 
Adopt-A-Refuge: George and Alice       
Scheil 
Audubon Adventures: Kelly R. Gillespie 
Media, Programs: Marilyn Koshland 
BAS Library/Center: Anne Duffer 
Field Trips:  Matt Gearheart 
Newsletter: Jill DeWitt, Lisa Weeks 
John O’Neill 
 
Your participation makes 
Burroughs Audubon an effective, 
dynamic voice and center for 
birding and conservation in the 
Kansas City region. Contact us to 
join in activities! 
 
WingBeat is the quarterly publication 
of the Burroughs Audubon Society of 
Greater Kansas City. BAS is a non-
profit membership organization in the 
Kansas City area whose members 
share an interest in birding and our 
natural heritage and wish to preserve 
and enhance it for future generations. 
Our members share and promote this 
interest through a variety of activities 
that are open to the public. 


