
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WingBeat is a publication of the Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater Kansas City, a non-profit membership organization 
in the Kansas City area whose members share an interest in birding and preserving our natural heritage for future 
generations.  Its members promote this interest through a variety of activities that are open and free to the public.  Your 
participation makes Burroughs Audubon an effective, dynamic voice and center for birding and conservation in the Kansas 
City region.   

Volume 64, No. 3 
Winter 2011 

Burroughs Audubon promotes the appreciation of birds, enjoyment of nature, natural history, education & conservation of habitat. 

Burroughs Audubon  
meets the 1st Tuesday of each month for a  

special presentation with refreshments, coffee,  and 
conversation among members and friends.  
Everyone is welcome.  Itõs all free. 

 

6:15 PM ~ Coffee and Conversation 
6:45 PM ~ Announcements 
7:00 PM ~ Special Program 

 

Anita Gorman Conservation  
Discovery Center 

4750 Troost Avenue ~ Kansas City, MO 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012   
 

A Jewel of the Great Plains:   
The Hutton Niobrara Ranch  
 

Ron Klataske, Executive Director of Audubon of Kansas, 
will give us a virtual tour of the magnificent 5,000 acres 
in the sand hills of northern Nebraska which is home to 
the Sharp-tailed Grouse, Long-billed Curlews, Bobolinks 
and many other creatures that consist of prairies, 
woodlands, and wetlands.  These 5,000 acres are a 
sanctuary that has been managed by Audubon of 
Kansas for almost ten years and is a centerpiece of its 
Great Plains Conservation Partnership. 
 

February 7, 2012   
 

The Secret Life of Missouriôs Salamanders 
 

Jeff Briggler, Herpetologist for the Missouri Department 
of Conservation is going to bring to light another 
fascinating group of creatures living beneath our feet just 
as we search the trees and sky for birds.  Jeff has 
journeyed from caves to mountaintop glades throughout 
the Ozarks to study our native salamanders.  
 
If you have a speaker or topic you would like to suggest for a future 
General Meeting, please call or email Elizabeth Stoakes, Program 

Coordinator (816) 554-1956, lizkvet@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

Burroughs Audubon Winter Programs 2011  
  

 

mailto:lizkvet@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank so you can view the newsletter as it would appear if printed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Art of Giving  
In October, I had the privilege of attending Friends Academy.  This exciting one 
week long training, learning, and networking opportunity was for friends who 
support our national wildlife refuges and it took place at the National Conservation 
Training Center for the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and Department of the 
Interior (DOI.)   The FWS and DOI must have known that a successful training 
center would be one that lies on 500+ acres of beautiful land on the edge of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains and nestled between a bend in the Potomac River.  In the 
classroom and outside the classroom, both knowledge and senses were enriched 
and heightened.  One of our sessions covered membership.  Why do people get 
involved?  Discussion was plentiful.  They want to support a cause, conserve the 
future for their grandchildren, fulfill community service hours, or just do something 
that is outdoors and environmentally centered.  Whatever the reason may be for 
you, Burroughs Audubon is grateful.  Itõs because of these kind acts of generosity 
that enable Burroughs Audubon to support graduate studies in ornithology, 
promote restoration of critical habitat, maintain our local sanctuaries, and provide 
funding for Audubon Adventures and Wings Over Weston, both of which benefit 
our local classrooms.  Burroughs also offers bird walks, field trips, guest speakers 
and educational programs that are free to everyone.  Donations help to support 
ongoing projects locally, an hour away at Squaw Creek (our adopted National 
Wildlife Refuge) and even as far away as Central America, where neotropical 
migrants face devastating habitat loss on their over wintering grounds. You can 
donate to Burroughs Audubon by joining the National Audubon Society or with a 
direct donation to Burroughs Audubon, your Greater Kansas Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society.  You can become an Audubon Advocate who pledges a 
monthly gift, or honor a loved one through our Legacy Fund (see page 3.)  Your 
generosity will be felt, we promise!   

Donations are fully tax deductible 
Burroughs Audubon Society is a 501(c)(3) organization. 

7300 West Park Road ð Blue Springs, MO 64015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BOARD MEETINGS 
3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM 
 

OFFICERS 
Paul Habiger, President 

Kansas City, MO ~ (816) 942-3431 

paulfhmailbox41-birds@yahoo.com 
 

Craig Hensley, Vice President 

Shawnee, KS ~ (210) 454-8629 

rcraig.hensley@gmail.com  
 

Marcia Hawk, Treasurer 

Blue Springs, MO ~ (816)224-1057 

lehawk9144@comcast.net 
 

Christine Kline, Secretary 

Pleasant Hill, MO ~ (816) 540-3515 

birdsecretary@comcast.net  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ashley Carlson: carlson.ashley.l@gmail.com  
 

Nancy Clark: nhclark@planetkc.com  
 

Judith Deacon: judith.karol@gmail.com  
 

William Deacon: bdeacon@att.net  
 

Dave Duckworth: itsup2us@kc.rr.com  
 

Marilyn Koshland: mkoshland@comcast.net  
 

Don Stout: des.raptor@gmail.com  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Audubon Adventures, Education  

Craig Hensley rcraig.hensley@gmail.com  
 

Library  

Karen Smith krnds@aol.com  
 

Budget 

Marcia Hawk Marcia.hawk@gmail.com  
 

Fundraising, Events 

Christine Kline birdsecretary@comcast.net  
 

IBA , Wings Over Weston 

Christine Kline birdsecretary@comcast.net  
 

Conservation 

Jill DeWitt listens2prairies@gmail.com 
 

Legacy Funds 

Marilyn Koshland mkoshland@comcast.net  
 

Communications 

Ashley Carlson carlson.ashley.l@gmail.com 
 

COORDINATORS 
Field Trips   

Sherry Leonardo home172@aol.com 

Mike Stoakes mstoakes@juno.com  

Pat St. John pstjohn@kumc.edu  
 

Librarian  

JoAnn Moroz 
 

Historians   
Shari Harden kestrel277@aol.com 
 

Programs  

Elizabeth Stoakes lizkvet@yahoo.com  
 

Chapter Membership, Database  
Christine Kline birdsecretary@comcast.net  
 

Managing Editor ~ Newsletter 

Christine Kline birdsecretary@comcast.net  
 

Webmaster, BurroughsAnnounce, 

Facebook 
Mike Stoakes mstoakes@juno.com  

   

  

Give by Becoming a Member of t he  
National Audubon Society  

 

Email Address _________________________ May we contact you by email? Ä Yes   Ä No 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address ______________________________________________________________ 
City ____________________________ State______ Zip Code _______ Country__________ 
 

USA: 1 Yr $20    Canada: 1 Yr $45   International: 1 Yr $50    Change of Address 
 

Make checks payable to:  National Audubon Society and memo C0ZN020Z 
 

Mail to :  National Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 422250 ~ Palm Coast, FL  32142-2250 
 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for the arrival of your first issue of Audubon magazine. 

 

Give by Making a Donation  
to Burroughs Audubon Society  

 

Email Address _________________________ May we contact you by email?  Ä Yes   Ä No 
 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address ______________________________________________________________ 
 

City ____________________________ State______ Zip Code _______ Country__________ 
 

 

Make checks payable to:  Burroughs Audubon Society 

Mail to :  Burroughs Audubon, 7300 West Park Road ~ Blue Springs, MO 64015 
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                                     éand Donations 

Legacy Funds é 
 

Winter  2011 Dona tors  
The Daniel Stern  

Speakersô Program Fund 
 

In Memory of Lou Betros,  
Father of Betsy Betros 

 

Dr. Stephen & Marilyn Koshland  
in Honor of  

Janet Agronôs Birthday 
 

Dr. Stephen & Marilyn Koshland 
in memory of  

Willard Keylon 
 

In Memory Of  
Chuck & Monica Tipton  

The Missler Family 
to the Robert G. Fisher  
Youth Education Fund 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fall 2011 Donators  
The Daniel Stern  

Speakersô Program Fund 
 

Betsy Betros 
Alice & Guthrie Carroll 

Harriet Charno 
Dick & Eillie Dawson 

Jill DeWitt & Charles Wurrey 
Trudi Galblum 

Patti & Mark Gilgus 
Margaret & Larry Goldstein 

Dr. s Sami Gottlieb & Scott Filler 
Karen & Stan Greenfield 

Marcia Hawk 
Marilyn Hoffman 

Seymour & Carole Kaplan 
Keet Koecky 

Dr. Stephen & Marilyn Koshland 
Amelia McIntyre 

Symie & Jay Menitove 
Nancy & Gary Miller 

John Neuberger 
Nancy & Phil Reicher 

Carol & Hal Sader 
Gloria Schoolman 

Ron & Cathy Boyer-Shesol 
Mrs. Sylvan Siegler 

Dr. Sharon Snavely & John 
Snavely 

John & Jackie Snow 
Dr. Steven Stern & Arlene Morris 

Laura & Robert Tewes 
Joli Winer & Cecil Sweeney 

 

In Memory Of Rodney Wilson  
Dr. Stephen & Marilyn Koshland 

to the Daniel Stern  
Program Speakerôs Fund 

 
 

The Daniel Stern 

Speakersô Program Fund 

allows Burroughs 

Audubon to bring special 

programs to its members 

and friends.  

The Robert G. Fisher 

Youth Education Fund 

promotes the interests 

of birding and 

conservation to our 

youth for a brighter 

future. 

 

For more information,  
questions, or to setup  

a Legacy Fund, contact  
 

Marilyn Koshland  

Legacy Committee Chair 

24406 Timberlake Trail  

 Greenwood, MO 64034 

(816) 537-5988 
 

(Please memo the reason or fund) 

 

Winter  2011 Donators  
Robert G. Fisher  

Youth Education Fund  
 

JoAnn Eldridge 
Paul Habiger  

 

 

 

 

 

Giving to Burroughs Audubon is very rewarding and benefits so much.  But giving in memory of a friend, 
mentor, or loved one, or giving in honor of a milestone puts a little more suns hine on the feathers of our 
favorite bird.  What Will Your Legacy Be?  Your bequest or other planned gift will keep Burroughs Audubon 
strong for future generations, both young and old.   Consider a donation.  They allow us to give so much. 
 

Reasons to Donat e 

ǄǄǄ 
Honor a loved one 

Recognize a special occasion 

Honor an achievement 

Support an existing Legacy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Presidentôs Nest 
                                                      by Paul Habiger, President 

 
As I write this letter, fall migration is almost over and some of our winter residents have arrived with more to 
come. Just a few days ago I observed my first Juncos at Jerry Smith Park, and Iôve heard that Harris and 
White-throated Sparrows have been seen at the Burroughs Library and Nature Center at Fleming Park, good 
signs that winter is on its way.  
 

This year has been a tougher than normal migration for many migrants especially through the central part of 
our country.  I think about the Monarch Butterflies.  How many of them will make it through the much drier 
than normal landscape on the way to their winter home in the mountains of Mexico? Itôs almost improbable 
that something so small can make a trip of such great distance even in a normal year, let alone in an 
extremely dry year when food and water supplies are severely limited on their migration route.  On the other 
end of the migrant size scale is one of our largest but endangered birds, the Whooping Crane. How are they 
handling their migration through the dry central plains on their way to their winter home on the coast of 
Texas? Will they find sufficient food to sustain them through the winter? One thing to remember is that 
drought has been and will continue to be a part of the natural cycle of weather. Species have adapted and 
survived dry conditions in the past although usually at some temporary loss in numbers.  
 

Grassland bird species have been on the decline for many years. According to National Audubon, habitat 
loss, fragmentation, and global warming are the most serious threats facing populations of birds across 
America and around the world. The Important Bird Areas (IBA) program is a global effort and it is one way 
Audubon has joined with many public and private partners to conserve areas that are vital to birds and 
biological diversity.  The closest IBA to Kansas City is the Iatan / Weston River Corridor. Check out the 
Audubon website at http://web4.audubon.org/ to find out about the IBA program and what you can do.  
  

Lastly, the Christmas Bird Count (CBC) season will soon be with us. Birders of all levels are invited to 
participate in the 112th Christmas Bird Count. Itôs a citizen science event in which anyone can participate. 
Contact Mike Stoakes at mstoakes@juno.com and participate in the Kansas City CBC.  
 

Good birding to everyone. 
 
 
 

I dentifying Little Brown Jobs, 
Those L ittle Brown Birds in 
the Bush by Craig Hensley  
January 28, 2012, 1:00 PM 

Register online www.opabg.org 2012 class link  
($10 per person) 
 

Dr. David Seibel ôs Birding 
Class ñBirding as a Lifelong 
Adventure ò  
February 25, 2012, 10:00  AM 
Register online www.opabg.org 2012 classes link 

 

mailto:mstoakes@juno.com
http://www.opabg.org/
http://www.opabg.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABA Area Rare Birds Group  
 

The internet, and especially Facebook, has 
granted us an amazing tool for sharing. Mobile 
apps have let us use that tool from anywhere!  
Say you're out in central Texas and you find a 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher. With your mobile Facebook 
app, you can post the sighting directly to the ABA 
Area Rare Birds group and hundreds (if not 
thousands) of people will know about it within 
seconds! Isn't that awesome? 
 

Join the group! Listen and contribute. Do it! 

 
 
 
 
 

Passing Flights  
 

Chuck and Monica Tipton  
Long Time Members 

Monica Tipton Nov 15, 2011 
(Chuck Tipton November 7, 2010) 


